
Jesus, and a conscious deci-
sion to follow him as disci-
ples that the need for 
God’s mercy becomes 
something that we cannot 
live without.  

I will be giving a homily 
next week at all the Masses 
on the next stage of our 
Church Renovation initia-
tive. The theme will be: 
creating a vision of what 
our Church should look 
like. We need to pray, 
pray, and pray some more 
for this Renovation. Simply 
from the point of view of 
gaining vision and energy. 
I’ve had a lack of energy 
this week caused by the 
remnant of a cold. So re-
member to pick up the 
yellow prayer card and use 
it. Please note: Teresa is 
not in the office this week. 
Please leave any non-
urgent calls till she is back. 

Another year of the 
Church’s calendar, with all 
its celebrations and feasts, 
has passed, and today we 
begin a new year.  

Last Sunday, the Jubilee 
Year of Mercy ended. So 
what now? The danger of 
these special ‘years’ is that 
we think that the im-
portance of the theme is 
over. One thing that has 
struck me during this year 
is that mercy is at the heart 
of the Gospel, the Scrip-
tures, the Sacraments, and 
our whole mission as the 
Church. But, on the other 
side, I see how we, as a 
group of parishes, have 
responded very little to the 
call of the Year of Mercy. 
In fact, I think that there 
have been fewer confes-
sions this year than any 
other, maybe because the 
‘regulars’ were going to 

the Deanery Evenings of 
Mercy instead. Mercy con-
tinues to be something we 
tend to see as ‘letting us 
off’ rather than ‘absolving 
us from sin’. It is treated 
by the vast majority of 
Catholics as something 
cheap, and therefore dis-
posable, rather than as 
something expensive, and 
to be treasured. Here is a 
very great sign of the need 
that we have for Church 
Renovation. It is only 
when people come to a 
personal  knowledge of 

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
St Edmund Campion 

1540-1581 
Born and brought up in 
London, he went to study 
at Oxford, where he be-
came well known. He was 
ordained in the Church of 
England, and went to Ire-
land. While there, he be-
came convinced that he 
should become a Catholic 
and seek ordination. He 
made his way to the semi-

nary in Douai, and eventu-
ally to Rome, where he 
joined the Jesuits and was 
ordained priest, aged 38. 
He went on mission to 
England, but was arrested 
after one year, and tried at 
Westminster Hall for trea-
son. He gave an impas-
sioned defence of the Cath-
olic Faith, before being 
hanged, drawn and quar-
tered at Tyburn. 
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The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
Biddulph Sunday 8.30am  
Goldenhill Sunday 10.30am 
Kidsgrove Saturday 6pm  
Packmoor Sunday 6pm 

Saturday 26th   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Thanksgiving (EMJ) 

Sunday 27th 9.00am    Holy Mass  Moran & Norton Families 

First Sunday of  11.00am   Holy Mass  Margaret & Andrew Aylward 

Advent    6.30pm Holy Mass November List 

Monday 28th 9.15am    Word & Communion  

Advent Feria 9.45am    Eucharistic Adoration  

   2.15pm  Holy Mass (in school) November List 

  5.00pm   Eucharistic Adoration  

  6.00pm   Novena Mass Kevin Price (SVP) 

Tuesday 29th 8.30am    Eucharistic Adoration  

Advent Feria 9.15am    Holy Mass Julia, John & Bernard Biggane  

   9.30am  Morning Prayer  

    2.15pm Holy Rosary  

  6.00pm   Holy Mass November List 

Wednesday 30th   11.00am  Eucharistic Adoration  

St Andrew   12noon  Holy Mass November List 

Thursday 1st  9.30am   Holy Mass  Bessie Marsh 

St Edmund  5.15pm    Reception into Church Quinto Greppellini RIP 

Campion 6.00pm    Holy Mass Thanks to Ss Rita, Anthony & Jude 

Friday 2nd  8.30am    Requiem Mass Quinto Greppellini RIP 

Advent FeriaFirst Friday   9.30am  Holy Mass Special Intention 

Saturday 3rd    10.30am    Holy Mass Holy Souls 

St Francis Xavier  1.00pm   Wedding Service Matthew O’Nions & Sandra Price 

   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Bridget Culhane 

Sunday 4th 9.00am    Holy Mass  John Lacey 

Second Sunday of   11.00am   Holy Mass  Pat Holmes (SVP) 

Advent    6.30pm Holy Mass John Broad 

MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK 

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps in the churches are lit for the following intentions: 

St John’s: Stephen Walker 
St Joseph’s: Mary Heath 
The lamps at all of our churches are available to be dedicated for a week. Minimum donation £5. 

Parish Priest’s Surgery  
Fr Julian is available on Monday eve-
nings from 7pm to 8pm for enquiries 
regarding baptisms, weddings or any 
other matter. No need to book an ap-
pointment.  
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PASTORAL 
Altar Consecration  Bishop 
McGough will consecrate the side 
chapel altar at English Martyrs’ on 
Saturday 21st January at 10.30am 
Mass. This would be a great oppor-
tunity for those who helped in the 
planning and with work to prepare 
for the Consecration of the Church to 
come together for a celebratory 
brunch after the Mass. More details 
later! 

Retreat There will be retreat for all 
ladies taking place at Coolock, New-
castle on Saturday 3rd December, 
10am to 3pm. The cost is £5 but you 
will need a bring & share packed 
lunch. For more info contact Cathy 
Hancock on 853941/07929 213849; 
there is no need to book a place. 

Kidsgrove SVP The next meeting 
will be on Friday 9th December at 
2pm, 77 Liverpool Road. 

Pilgrimages 2017/2018 Pilgrimag-
es are wonderful experiences not just 
for your faith but also getting to 
know others in the parish. Fr Julian is 
planning various pilgrimage experi-
ences over the next two years. May-
be one of them would interest you?  

Deaths 

Of your charity, please pray for the 
soul of Quinto Greppellini. His body 
will be received into English Martyrs’ 
Church on Thursday 1st December at 
5.15pm. The Requiem Mass will be 
offered for the repose of his soul on 
Friday 2nd December at 8.30am fol-
lowed by cremation at Bradwell. 

Please also pray for the soul of 
Maureen Cooper. The Requiem Mass 
will be offered for the repose of her 
soul on Monday 5th December at 
10.15am at St Joseph’s followed by 
cremation at Bradwell. 

Requiescant in pace 

SOCIAL & OUTREACH 

CHURCH RENOVATION 
What is ‘Church Renovation’? 

Everyone who is regularly at Sunday 
Mass in our parishes should have 
heard about the Church Renovation 
project now. It’s nothing to do with 
buildings. It’s all about renewing our 
parishes in faith and openness to 
building our people and new people 
up in faith. 

Forming a vision for our parishes 

The next step is to formulate a vision 
for what we would like our parishes 
to look like. How do we envisage our 
parishes being in say 10 or 20 years 
time? It is then to see what steps we 
need to follow to get there. As a first 
step Fr Julian is inviting parishioners 
to get together to read Fr James Mal-
lon’s book, Divine Renovation, and to 

see what it says about changing the 
culture of our parishes to make us 
more outward looking. Those who 
came to the Alpha day have been 
invited to be part of three reading 
groups, to read and discuss the book, 
but these discussions are open to eve-
ryone from our parishes. The groups 
will meet as follows: Sunday 5pm at 
St Patrick’s; Tuesday at 10.30am at 
English Martyrs’; Wednesday 
7.30pm at St Joseph’s. They will 
begin the week beginning Sunday 4th 
December. If none of these suit you, 
why not start your own reading 
group? Fr Julian has extra copies of 
the book available this week! 

Developing Alpha 

Alpha is a key tool 
which can be used to 
invite people to come 
t o  a  p e r s o n a l 

knowledge of Jesus and a living faith. 
We will be looking at how to use this 
resource in our parishes. Some peo-
ple have already done the basic Alpha 
training. If you missed out, but 
would like to go to the information/
training day, then there is another 
one at St Chad’s in Birmingham on 
Saturday 18th February, 10.30am to 
3.30pm. If you wish to go see Fr Jul-
ian. If you would like to take part in 
an Alpha, there is one being organ-
ised primarily for Catholic teachers at 
St Thomas More Catholic Academy 
in Longton on Wednesdays starting 
on 30th November at 4.30pm. Please 
see Fr Julian if you are interested in 
taking part in this.  

Keep praying! 

Please keep the yellow prayer card 
with you and say it each day for the 
renovation of our parishes. 

27th May to 2nd June 2017 St Mar-
garet Ward group and parish group 
to join the Diocesan Pilgrimage to 
Lourdes 
Early July 2017 Post A-level/
Universtiy age group pilgrimage to 
Santiago de Compostela, Spain. 
October half term 2017 Parish pil-
grimage to Rome (joint with Tunstall 
& Burslem parishes) 
February half term 2018 Youth pil-
grimage to Rome. 
If you are interested in any of these 
pilgrimages, please see Fr Julian to 
express interest. More details as they 
become available. 

Volunteers at St John’s Thanks to 
those who have volunteered for prac-
tical tasks so far. We still need more 
people to help out! Please see Fr Jul-
ian if you would like to lend a hand.  

Friendship Club Christmas Par-
ty Everyone is invited to our annual 
Friendship Club Christmas Party 
which will take place on Wednesday 
14th December from 1pm to 4pm at 
Kidsgrove Town Hall. Tickets are 
available from St John’s Church or 
the Parish Office at £3.50. There will 

be a buffet, entertainment, and bin-
go. Come along for a great time. 

Pilgrimage Reunion There will be 
an opportunity for all who went on 
the parish pilgrimage to Spain & Fati-
ma to get together for a thanksgiving 
Mass on Friday 9th December at 
6.30pm at English Martyrs’ followed 
by a cheese and wine get together in 
the parish room. All pilgrims are 
invited together with other family 
members. 



Entrance Antiphon: To you, I lift up my soul, O my 
God. In you, I have trusted; let me not be put to 
shame. Nor let my enemies exult over me; and let 
none who hope in you be put to shame. 
Response to the Psalm: I rejoiced when I heard them 
say: ‘Let us go to God’s house.’ 
Gospel Acclamation: [Alleluia, alleluia.] Let us see, 
O Lord, your mercy and give us your saving help. 
[Alleluia.] 
Preface of Advent I Eucharistic Prayer I 
Acclamation:  We proclaim... 
Communion Antiphon: The Lord will bestow his 
bounty, and our earth shall yield its increase. 

THIS SUNDAY ’S L ITURGY 

THE DEANERY AND BEYOND 

First Sunday of Advent (A)   
CTS Sunday Missal page 27          

FUNDRAISING  
Collections: 
Biddulph/Packmoor Gift Aid 
£363.41, Non-Gift Aid £167.63, 
Total £531.04. Catholic Youth Ser-
vice £72.52. 
Goldenhill Gift Aid £200.00, Non-
Gift Aid £211.95, Total £411.95. 
Catholic Youth Service £52.35. 
Kidsgrove Gift Aid £279.50, Non-
Gift Aid £172.25, Total £451.75. 
Catholic Youth Service £102.12. 

Second Collections: Next week  
the collection will be for Poor Parish-
es. 10th/11th December will be 
the Father Hudson’s Care collection. 

SVP Raffle Goldenhill SVP will be 
selling raffle tickets on the 4th and 
11th December. All proceeds will go 

Thinking about the Gospel 
Matthew 24:37-44 

Jesus exaggerates in today's Gospel when He claims not to 
know the day or the hour when He will come again. His point 
here is that the exact "hour" is not important. What is crucial is 
that we not postpone our repentance, that we be ready for Him—
spiritually and morally—when He comes. For He will surely 
come, He tells us—like a thief in the night, like the flood in the 
time of Noah. Though we sit in the darkness, overshadowed by 
death, we have seen arise the great light of our Lord who has 
come into our midst. He is the true light, the life of the world. 
And His light continues to shine in His Church. From the Church 
goes forth His word of instruction, the light of the Lord—that all 
might walk in His paths toward that eternal day when night will 
be no more. The time has come, as we begin a new Advent, to 
turn back to the Lord  

Fr Michael Puljic’s Induction Fr 
Michael will be inducted as Parish 
Priest on Wednesday 30th November  
at Sacred Heart Church, Hanley at 
7pm. Fr Michael is also the new hos-
pital chaplain. All welcome. 

Walsingham Pilgrimage North 
Staffs Walsingham Association have 
their annual Walsingham pilgrimage 
from Wednesday 5th to Saturday 8th 
April. Travel is by coach from Holy 
Trinity, Newcastle. The cost is £160 
or £186 for a single room. For a 

toward SVP funds. 

English Martyrs’ & St Patrick’s 
Fayre The total amount raised in-
cluding the Sunday cake sale was 
£2064.30. Please check if you have 
won a raffle prize, and claim them as 
soon as possible.  

St Joseph’s Fayre The grand total 
for the Fayre was £894. Please check 
your raffle tickets with the list at the 
back of Church to see if you have 
won a prize, and please claim all priz-
es as soon as possible.  

Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 200 
Club Weekly Draw: 1st Prize £20, 
No.197 M Bayley; 2nd Prize £10, 
No. 47 P Waring ; 3rd Prize £5, 
No.65 B McGough. Monthly Draw 
1st Prize £75, No.109 G Hodgkin-
son; 2nd Prize £50, No.102 M 

booking form or enquiries please 
contact Deacon Neil Addlington on 
624325. 

Prison Chaplaincy Vacancies 
HMP Dovegate (Uttoxeter) (20 
hours pw) and HMP Oakwood 
(North of Wolverhampton) (20 
hours pw) are seeking Catholic chap-
laincies. They are separate vacancies. 
Both have part time openings for 
chaplaincy work which are open to 
clergy and lay people. Both prisons 
are already served by a diocesan 

Hooper; 3rd Prize £25, No.176 J 
Edwards. Numbers are always availa-
ble to new members.  

St Patrick’s Christmas Hamper 
Raffle tickets are now on sale for the 
Christmas hamper after Mass on Sun-
day evening. £1 per strip of tickets. 
There are also some items that need 
to be provided still for the hampers. 
If you are able to supply these, then 
please sign up on the list at the back 
of Church. The draw will be after 
Mass on Sunday  11th December. 

Biddulph/Packmoor 125 Club If 
you would like to join the 125 Club 
or if you already have a number and 
would like another, there are 3 num-
bers available. If you would like to 
know who to speak to about joining, 
and having a weekly chance to win a 
prize, please ask Fr Julian.   

Pope’s Prayer Intentions for 
December 

That the scandal of child-soldiers may 
be eliminated the world over. 

That the peoples of Europe may re-
discover the beauty, goodness and 
truth of the Gospel which gives joy 
and hope to life. 

priest, so anybody is welcome to 
apply for these posts. For further 
details, please contact the National 
Catholic adviser for prisons at: Rog-
er.Reader@cbcew.org.uk  


